
When We Live by 
Kingdom Principles

In our business, as in all areas of our lives, we want to be 
known as people who believe and practice kingdom 
principles. History tells us kingdom living isn’t always ap-
preciated by general society, but we have seen that good 
fruit can come from being faithful to Biblical teachings.1 
The following true story illustrates that living out what 
we profess to believe, even in difficult situations, can be a 
testimony to others.

A few years ago, my driver and I were headed 
to Knox, Indiana, to get final measurements on a 
factory project. Because I would need to get up 
to the ceiling to get details of overheard beams 
we were to install, we were bringing a scissor 
lift on a trailer behind the pickup truck. The lift 
sat across the trailer with its ends toward the 
trailer sides. Unknown to me, the forklift driver 
who had loaded it that morning had forgotten 
to make sure the safety pin was in place to keep 
the extension platform from sliding out.

Going through Goshen on West Pike Street, 
we pulled up next to a semi at a red light. When 
the light turned green, we pulled ahead of the 
semi, but a few minutes later, the semi came 

1  Matthew 5:16  “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”

back up beside us, the driver visibly upset. He 
waved his arms and tried to get my attention. At 
first I ignored him but soon decided something 
must be wrong. We both pulled off onto a side 
street and got out of our vehicles. 

The issue that had upset the semi driver was 
the extension platform on the scissor lift had 

slid out without us knowing it and had ripped 
his mirror off. 

“This will probably cost $700–$800 to fix!” the 
truck driver said tensely. “I’m probably going 
to lose my job because of this incident!” He 
seemed very nervous and told us his boss gets 
upset easily. 

I told the man I was willing to go to the bank 
right then and get cash to settle with him. The 
man called his boss and explained what had 
happened and told him about my offer. “Oh no, 

 “Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven.”
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that won’t work,” the boss replied. Apparently, 
he thought I was trying to get out of something. 

Realizing the boss wasn’t understanding the 
whole situation, I asked for the phone and talked 
to him myself. “We’re headed to Knox,” I told him. 
“I can stop by your office this afternoon on my 
way back through to work out the details.” He 
finally consented to the arrangement.

That afternoon I stopped at the office and 
asked for the boss. I was ushered into a confer-
ence room to wait. The boss soon came in, and 
we worked out a price for the damages to his 
semi. “I’ll drop off a check tomorrow,” I told him.

After we finished, the man leaned back in 
his chair and started to talk about many other 
things. “What do you do in your business?” he 
asked. I explained as best as I could. We talked 
pleasantly for a few minutes longer, and I left.

A few days later, I received a phone call from 
the boss wondering if we would be willing to 
do some work for his company. He said he liked 
how we had dealt with the accident. 

I had thought I was just doing what needed 
to be done and didn’t think about the fact that 
I might be leaving a testimony. Since then we 
have done a fair amount of business with this 
company. All the honor goes to God! 

		  –Delbert Miller 
		  A&R Machine Shop in Middlebury, Indiana

Living by kingdom principles won’t always result in 
increased sales. In some cases, it may mean a loss of 
revenue. However, when guided by kingdom principles, we 
can have a clear testimony through our actions.2  

When the world observes integrity, it catches their 
attention as something unusual. They have become accus-
tomed to dealing with corruption and dishonesty in our 
self-centered world. It is unusual and refreshing for them 
to see a person guided by integrity. A person who applies 
the Golden Rule3 will make an impact that builds positive 
relationships. Integrity becomes a foundation for trust, and 
with that established in daily life and work, it opens the 
door for the world to trust our testimony concerning God 
and His grace.

2  Proverbs 11:3  “The integrity of the upright shall guide them: but the 
perverseness of transgressors shall destroy them.”
3  Matthew 7:12  “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the 
prophets.”

“Therefore all things whatsoever 
ye would that men should do to 
you, do ye even so to them: for this 
is the law and the prophets.”


