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Richie Lauer

The Call to Stewardship

The New American Dictionary defines a steward as: 
“a) One who manages the property or affairs of another 
person; b) One who administers something for somebody 
else; c) A person who has the charge of someone else’s 
household; d) A ship’s officer who keeps the store and 
arranges for the table, an officer on a ship who is responsi-
ble for the supplies and how they are used; e) An attendant 
on the ship who cares for the passengers.”

This definition does not come from the Bible, yet every 
aspect of it clearly pictures one person helping another. 
In none of these definitions is the steward described as 
an owner or a master. In every case he is administering, 
taking care of, or managing for someone else and is in 
the role of a servant. This definition helps us picture the 
function of a Christian steward. God is the owner, and 
He calls us to come into His service and manage His 
things for the good of other people. Does that describe 
you and me?

What does stewardship involve? Often we think of it as 
primarily being about money, finances, and possessions. 
While dealing with possessions is certainly a part of stew-
ardship, it also involves other things, some of which are 
more important than money. For example, stewardship 
involves managing the gift of God’s Word. Many people 
in the world have not grown up knowing God’s Word, yet 
you have heard it from little up. You have Bibles in your 
home, and you attend a church where it is taught. You 
have Christian family members and friends. Many people 
do not enjoy these privileges. God’s Word is given into 
your care, and you are responsible for what you do with it.

Many of us also have a godly heritage. Many of the 
spiritual blessings we enjoy today are due to the faith-
fulness of parents, grandparents, and other family 
members who preceded us. What would it be like to 
have a background where no one worshiped God? 
Imagine if the Bible had not been a part of your up-
bringing. Imagine if you had been raised without a con-
nection to a church community. Your heritage would 
be much different. You are a steward of that heritage, 
and you are responsible for what you do with it in 
your lifetime. 

You have good health, a sound mind, and unique 
talents and skills. God did not give these things to you to 
use selfishly, but to use in serving other people.

In a sense, you are the steward of the people in your life. 
Think about your spouse, your children, your grandchil-
dren, your daughters-in-law, your sons-in-law, brothers 
and sisters in your church community, your friends, your 
neighbors, your employees at work, or maybe your 
employer. You have many people in your life, and God 
has put them there. You have a measure of responsibility 
to be a steward of them and to care about them.

Are you your brother’s keeper?
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In Genesis 4, Cain directed a question at God in 
response to a question God had asked first. God’s 
question was, “Where is Abel, your brother?” Instead of 
answering, Cain responded in an accusing tone, “Am 
I my brother’s keeper?” God did not directly answer 
that question. Perhaps Cain did not deserve an answer 
because of his attitude, or perhaps the question was rhe-
torical and the answer was obvious. 

I would like to direct this same question to you: Are 
you your brother’s keeper? The word keeper is trans-
lated from a Hebrew word which means “hedge,” as 
in a hedge of thorns provided for protection. In Bible 
times, they had sheep and goats that needed protec-
tive enclosures, but they did not have high tensile or 
barbed wire to make fences. Neither did they have a lot 
of timbered country to make wooden fences. One of 
the ways they made a “fold” was to dig up small thorn 
bushes and replant them into a hedge. As the bushes 
grew, they became a fence of thorns that provided pro-
tection against predators. When Cain asked, “Am I my 
brother’s keeper,” he was really asking, “Am I my brother’s 
protector? Am I my brother’s hedge of thorns?”

As stewards, we are called to be our brother’s keeper—
his protector and his hedge of thorns. While I do fall 
short in my work in the ministry, from my heart I am 
doing the best I know to help my brother, my sister, this 
young person, and that older gentleman. Is it significant 
that a brother or sister might feel that I am a thorn in 

their flesh? Strangely enough, that fits with the idea that 
I am called to be a part of their hedge of protection. If I 
prod or prick them with their best interests in mind, I am 
being a keeper. I am serving where I am called, not for 
what I get out of it, but because I care about them and 
want to protect them. Sometimes I need to protect a 
brother from predators, and sometimes I need to protect 
him from himself. 

Are you willing to be a hedge of protection for your 
brother? “Am I my brother’s keeper?” Cain asked the 
question long ago, but it is still a good question today 
and it can be answered. You are your brother’s keeper. 
You are called to look out for financial predators and 
personal vulnerabilities. You are called to take care of 
the weak, the helpless, and those who cannot take care 
of themselves. This is a high calling, and it is a powerful 
evidence of good stewardship. 

You are your brother’s keeper.  
You are called to take care of the 
weak, the helpless, and those who 
cannot take care of themselves. 
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